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Name: ________________________________________
Now that you have looked at how precious water is to California, let’s look more closely at one specific river.  You will all research a river and then come back together to share similarities and differences.  After that, you will be writing an essay, so you may want to take ongoing notes of pertinent and/or interesting information.
You will choose rivers in class from a master list of 38 California rivers.  Each river has a set of links at http://tinyurl.com/mwl9kuq.  You can click on the picture of your river and look for the information underneath it.  If you do not have internet access at home, Ms Williams or Ms Whistler in the library will be able to help you do this on a school computer.    
The questions below are designed to help guide your research.  To get an A on your essay, you need MORE than what is suggested below.  As you do your research, let the information you find guide you to learn more!  Be sure to record your MLA citations here (there must be at least three):

1. How long is your river? It is a tributary to another river?  Where does it start?  Where does it go?
2. List 4 organisms that depend on the river and how they depend on it.  Are any endangered?
3. How is the river manipulated by man (dams, levees, dredging) and for what purpose?  (flood control, transportation, water storage, power generation, recreation or a combination of these)
4. How would humans be impacted if the river dried up?  What if it flooded?
5. Is your river considered to have a pollution problem?  What kind of pollution?  What is the pollution source (industry, farms, sewage, other)?
6. There is probably a group (like “Friends of the Petaluma River”) that is working on clean-up or other issues.  Who are they?  What projects are they working on right now?  List their web site as part of your citation list.
On your map, draw 4 things.  

a. Where your river occurs in CA (starts and stops)
b. 3 tributaries or forks that contribute water to your river (or the river that your tributary flows into) 

c. the outline of the watershed for your river
d. the main topography within the watershed.
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